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ABSTRACT

The Efforts of Queen Munjeong (XET5)

to Revive Buddhism and Its Significance in
the History of Buddhism:

Centered on the Restoring the Seongyoyangjong

Kim, Sangyoung
Professor, Joongang Sangha University

Since entering the 2000s, our academia’s research on the Buddhist
history during the Joseon Dynasty has continued to develop in terms
of both quantity and quality. Recent research is leading the field of
history actively, and with the influence of such research it can be
evaluated that Buddhism in the Joseon Dynasty has reached the level,
understood on an entirely different dimension than before.

This paper was written with the purpose to examine the efforts of
Queen Munjeong of Joseon Myeongjong period to revive Buddhism
as well as its significance in the history of Buddhism. In order to
achieve this purpose, the first section of the paper introduces the newly
held views regarding Buddhism during the rule from Jungjong to
Myeongjong and attempts to examine a few questions that appear in

these studies. Particularly, I tried to suggest my personal opinions on
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the recent argument that Buddhism during Jungjong period should not
be perceived as a “period of extreme oppression”.

The following section examines the process of “the restoration ({€137.)
of the Seongyoyangjong (%Ki 7<) that was led by Queen Munjeong
in the year of 1550 (the 5th year of Myeongjong's reign) as well as
its significance on the Buddhist history. It is highly likely that Queen
Munjeong had been planning the deliberate procedures and implementation
plans for the resuscitation of Buddhism in advance. Moreover, she
also searched a representative monk who was able to lead the series
of such measures. Heoeung-Bou (i ¥-[N) was the contemporary
high priest, who was appointed during such process.

The efforts to revive the Myeongjong period Buddhism, promoted
by Queen Munjeong and Bou, would have been impossible without
the political group that supported such efforts. Recent researchers refer
to such forces as “Huncheog forces”, yet it is equivocal whether the
political group, termed as “Huncheog forces” during the of Myeongjong
period, had possessed the same willingness for the Buddhist policy.

The restoration of the Seongyoyangjong of the Myeongjong period
was the task to revive the minimum basis for the existence of Buddhism
or the monastic group. Despite being temporary, the Buddhist community
barely provided the opportunity of “revival” by the restoration of
Seongyoyangjong, Docheobje, restoration of monastery examination
proceeded during this period. Also, it is necessary to note that the
revival during this period is highly correlated with the changes in

Buddhism that occurred since the 17™ century.

Key Words: Queen Munjeong, Myeongjong, Heoeung-Bou, Seongyo-

yangjong
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